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" The youth knows mostly every thing ,

except one thing :

That the old people also once knew every thing , until they really knew something . "

(Ernest Hemingway )

The Leibniz Institute for Farm Animal Biology is attaching special importance to the

promotion of the new generation of academics . With currently 74 PhD students the number of

students working in the FBN increased about three fold during the last year .

' Promotion by demanding ' is the motto of the FBN in supervising the PhD students . The

" Day of Doctoral students " , which we are holding annually since 2000 , has meanwhile

proved as a valuable exhibition - competition of our young academics . Within two groups

( " Beginners " , and " Advanced students " ) selected PhD projects are presented in a short form .

The presentations are evaluated by a jury consisting of the heads of the research units and

lecturers present and the best presentation of each group will be awarded . This slightly

formalized presentation gives the up - and - coming academics the opportunity to practise an

exactly terminated structured scientific talk . These presentations serve to preselect FBN -

contributions for participation in important scientific events , such as the annual meetings of

the Societies for Animal Breeding ( DGfZ / GfT ) , Reproduction medicine ( DVG / DGRM ) and

Nutrition Physiology ( GfE ) .

Apart from finishing the doctoral thesis in time , contemporary publication of their results is

required from the young scientists . With the current issue of the journal " Schriftenreihe des

FBN " we first time give the advanced students the opportunity to publish their results in a

citable journal and acquire first experiences in publication of scientific results .

I wish success to all PhD students in their further career as well as personal luck and well -

being . As scientists in the area of living sciences , please feel always obliged to respect life ,

show consideration for the performance of other people , and stay curious to know .

Yours

Prof . Dr . Manfred Schwerin

Director
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